Abstract-This paper discusses responses with particle ne in Japanese conversation and its relation to Japanese culture. It focuses on how Japanese linguistic markers in response used in conversation correspond to culture, called as wakimae. Hence, the understanding of the wakimae influences response realization. By using the qualitative method, this research uses 30 video-taped Japanese talk shows as data. In Japanese linguistics, particle ne known as particle confirmative. It means, speaker believes that hearer knows well than speaker, and then speaker confirm to hearer. But why in giving response, hearer (who become next speaker) needs to use particle ne? The use of particle ne in response has opposite meaning to confirmatory function. Particle ne implies that the speaker who are in the territory of information. In the same time, speaker engages hearer because of alignment and respect. Particle ne in response shows wakimae, the norm that are expected to be obeyed by Japanese speaker. This characteristic of response is not only ruled by speaker's intention but also by cultural values. These cultural values become important consideration for a speaker to choose utterances of response. Therefore, the notion of wakimae can explain the utterance choice from the perspective of cultural context.
I. INTRODUCTION
The characteristics of response in a language is interesting to study because a response is not only determined by the idea to be uttered, but also by cultural values that exist in the community of the speakers of the language. A cultural context is taken into consideration in the selection of the utterance to respond. In Japanese the particle ne is known as a confirmative particle (Moriyama, 2003; Iori, 2001 ). As a confirmative particle, the use of the particle ne in an utterance shows that the speaker assumes that the addresee has better information than the speaker does. Therefore, the speaker feels the need to ask for confirmation from the addressee. In conversations observed, it appears that the use of the particle ne in the response shows a different meaning from its semantic meaning. This can be seen in the following sample responses.
(1) {The topic of the conversation is fertility treatment. OT (guest) responded to the utterance of UY (host In his response OT used the particle ne. The particle ne here does not seem to have a confirmatory meaning. What is the meaning of the particle ne in this utterance? The particle ne is generally used when the speaker assumed that it was the addressee who had the information, so the speaker would confirm it. However, in the context of conversation (1), it is the speaker who had the information. In his response, the speaker was explaining something related to him. Then, does the speaker need to confirm it while it is actually him who had the information? The use of the particle ne beyond its function the confirmative particle associated with the underlying cultural context. This cultural context can be seen from wakimae or the norm which is expected to be followed by the Japanese speaking community. This is the topic of this paper: Responses with the particle ne and its relationship with wakimae as a cultural context.
II. RESEARCH METHODOLOGY
The data used in this research was a conversation on the Asaichi talk show on NHK television in Japan. The reasons for the selection of the materials from Asaichi talk show as a corpus are: (i) the conversations are not scripted and unedited, in which every participant is given the freedom to speak after the host starts the conversation, or in other words, both the host and the guest have the opportunity to respond; (ii) The number of participants of the speech event is more than two persons, so researchers were able to observe how the strategy used in responding; (iii) the topics of conversation vary; they are about real, daily problems of the people.
The type of data used is the responses which use the particle ne. The data is later transcribed and presented in its transliteration and translated using the method of communicative translation. Utterances which use the particles ne are semantically and pragmatically analyzed and and its relation to the cultural context of wakimae is examined.
III. RESULTS AND ANALYSIS
Based on the data consisting of 181 stimulus-responses, the number of responses using the particle ne is 54. Some sample responses using the particle ne can be seen in data (2) 'Anchovy, this very small fish feed on a type of plankton. Since the small fish are on the water surface, it is the small fish that first fed on the plankton (containing nuclear radiation from the Fukushima nuclear power plant). So it just happened to be the first to be taken was the small fish found in the surface of sea water and having fed on plankton which had been exposed to radiation.' The speaker YY began his response by saying koonago to iu sei desu ne 'living thing called koonago (anchovy), right'. The use of the particle ne in this utterance shows the attitude of the speaker who involved the addressee his utterance. This utterance was delivered by the speaker before giving further explanation about koonago. Furthermore, YY said nanka hijoo ni chiisana sakana de purangton no shuzoku de taberu sakana nan desu ne(.) 'What, very small fish, fish that feed on plankton, right' The use of the particle ne at the end of this utterance shows the attitude of the speakers (including the addresse) in the utterance. It also shows that the speaker was trying to maintain the atmosphere of the conversation with the addressee. This is wakimae shown through the linguistic evidence. Actually, it is fine for the speaker to give an explanation without him involving the addresse. However, YY felt the need to take into account the existence of addressee through his utterance. The speaker wanted to create an impression that he would not want to speak alone, so he involved the addressee to cooperate in the conversation. This shows, the speaker had the intention to keep the conversation going. In other words, the particles ne at the end of the utterance implies that the speaker did not have an intention to stop the conversation. The use of ne in the utterance above also implies that the speaker did not want to show the attitude that the information being conveyed only belongs to the speaker. In addition, the particle ne contained at the end of YY's utterance shows that the addressee was given the opportunity to interrupt or give a comment. The use of the particle ne in the response as explained above implies the attitude of the speaker in accommodating the addressee. The accommodation provided by the speaker are: (i) involving the addressee to, (ii) maintaining the atmosphere of the conversation, (iii) attempting to be in harmony with the addressee, (iv) giving an opportunity to interrupt the addressee. This accommodation is in line with the cultural aspect wakimae. In the concept of wakimae, the speaker is expected to follow certain norms of Japanese community in general. Wakimae expected from the speaker is that the speaker has to be gentle, polite and create a harmony with the addressee (Ide, 2006) .
IV. CONCLUSION
The notion of wakimae (expected norms of Japanese society) that is followed Japanese speakers can be seen in their use of linguistic evidence in the form of the particle ne in giving a response. Its use in a response to a stimulus shows the giving of accommodation from the speaker to the addressee. This accommodation is considered proper and appropriate because the speaker should give affection to the addressee through an utteance. The accommodation implied by the use of particles are (i) the effort to involve the addressee in the speaker's utterance, (ii) the effort to maintain the atmosphere of conversation, (iii) the effort to be in harmony with the addressee, (iv) the effort to provide the addressee with the opportunity to interrupt. This is what is expected from the Japanese society as they are represented by the addressee in this context.
